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SUNDAY WORSHIP 

1st Worship:   

8:15 a.m. 

 

2nd Worship & Bible  classes:  

9:30 a.m. 

 

3rd Worship & Bible classes:  

11:00 a.m. 

February 20, 2018 

What is Senior Saints in the Smokies? 
  A five day/four night relaxing, fun-filled retreat held at Johnson University in  

  Knoxville, Tennessee. 
 
Senior Saints will refuel your soul, tickle your taste buds, and have you rolling on the floor laugh-
ing. The best part is you can enjoy all these things and more for a weekly price of $255 (early 
bird). This price includes your room, 
meals, and entertainment. A $50 
deposit is due by Sunday, March 11.  

Date of Trip: May 21-25, 2018 

Questions: Contact Jean Kimes, 
Spring Lefler, or Jessica Pastirik 

About our Guest Speaker  
Kendra was born and raised in central Illinois, just 30 minutes from where she currently lives. 
The daughter of a local dentist and youngest of three children, she was very active in her school 
and community. This over-achieving “baby” of the family graduated with highest honors from 
the University of Illinois. She went on to earn her Master of Science degree from the University 
of North Dakota, graduating again with highest honors. 
      Kendra brought her energy and enthusiasm to educating children. As she began her career as 
a teacher, she quickly engaged with parents and students to provide an outstanding learning 
experience. In addition to her classroom duties, she was the girls’ basketball coach. 

Kendra married John over 35 years ago. Together, they have 
raised three sons. Kendra brought new meaning to “stay-at-home 
mom”. Her work as a mother, entrepreneur, church and commu-
nity leader did not go unnoticed. In 2001, she was selected as the 
Illinois Mother of the Year. 
       As a speaker and author, Kendra draws from her mosaic back-
ground as an educator, wife, mother, and entrepreneur. Profes-
sionally honing her skills as a member of Advanced Writers and 
Speakers Association, Kendra capably connects to diverse audi-
ences. Today, Kendra reaches women as a speaker, host of the 
daily radio program Live Life Intentionally, TV program, or via her 
blog. 

 

Kendra Smiley 

Mark your calendars now for Sunday, April 15! Guest Speaker Kendra Smi-
ley will be with us!!! Registration will start the first Sunday in March at the 
Involvement Desk. $5 per person will secure your reservation. Please con-
sider using this opportunity to invite your co-workers, neighbors and 
friends.  

Special Ladies’ Tea planned 

https://www.johnsonu.edu/Tennessee/News-Events/Senior-Saints-in-the-Smokies/Cost-and-Registration.aspx
https://www.johnsonu.edu/Tennessee/News-Events/Senior-Saints-in-the-Smokies/Cost-and-Registration.aspx
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T 
his past week brought another tragedy.  The headline reads: “Florida School Massacre at Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School.”  The surface details are no less unsettling: 17 people (students and staff) killed in a school shooting 
that conjured likenesses to Columbine, Virginia Tech, and Sandy Hook.  Horror unleashed in a deeply personal way.  
It’s the latest in a line of terror attacks that leaves us stunned and wrestling with that question: What’s the best way 

to respond?  We ask that question because we follow Jesus and want to honor God with our lives.  And, because that’s the 
case, even though we resonate with Job 17:8 in the face of terror attacks, and are “. . . appalled at this . . . [stirred] up 
against the godless” (Job 17:8b), we are yet pulled by the next verse, knowing that “the righteous holds to [God’s] way” (Job 
17:9a).  So, how do we respond in God’s way and find strength in the face of such tragedy? 

 Good question.  While it could take books worth of writing, or several lengthy discussions, to do justice to a topic of 
this magnitude and emotional intensity, I believe that there are three “moves” that will start us in the right direction.  First, 
when you hear of a tragedy of this sort (or experience one yourself!), let it move you biblically.   Go to the Bible and let it 
remind you that senseless violence (and acts of the sort) finds its origin in the heart of man, not the laws of the land.  Jesus 
himself teaches that “it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil thoughts come—sexual immorality, theft, murder. . 
.” (Mark 7:21; emphasis mine).  James teaches that disordered desires, and the sin that makes them that way, drive us to 
quarrel, fight, and kill (James 4:1-3; emphasis mine).  Scripture teaches that when Adam and Eve rebelled against God, sin 
came into the world, sin that leads to the sort of darkened hearts (Rom 1:21) and depraved minds (Rom 1:28) that lead to 
(among other things) murder (Rom 1:29).  Their own children were the first to dip their finger in this vast and destructive 
well of murderous violence (Gen 4:1-16).  The Bible overwhelmingly reminds us that murderous violence (and acts of the 
sort) finds its origin in the heart of man, not the laws of the land. 

 The second move we make in the face of senseless violence is a spiritual one: we move spiritually.  First Timothy 2:1 
urges us to, before anything else, make petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving for all people (emphasis mine).  
Jesus commands us to “love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us” (forgive, love, pray; Matt 5:44).  Taken to-
gether, these commands tell us that when we hear news of this sort, we immediately hit our knees in prayer.  In this case, 
we pray for the shooter: that the love of God will overcome the darkness in his heart; for brokenness and repentance.  We 
pray for his family: that the shame and grief they’ve shouldered, and now live in, will not overwhelm.  We pray for the vic-
tims’ families: that in the midst of overwhelming grief and mind numbing horror, the presence of God and the peace he 
brings would prop them up; that His hope would guide, His forgiveness release, and His grace and love minister.  We pray for 
the school administrators, other students, first responders, police.  When we hear news of this sort, we immediately hit our 
knees in prayer.  

 The third move we make in the face of senseless violence is a faithful one: we let them move us faithfully.  We let it 
remind us of our mission on earth, that we not only pray “Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heav-
en” (Matt 6:10), we live to bring it about.  If it’s true (and it is) that murderous acts have their origin in the hearts of man, 
not the laws of the land, then the questions each of us ask and answer with our lives flow from that understanding: “to what 
degree am I actively partnering with God to turn the world that is into the world that ought to be?  Who am I discipling in 
the direction of Jesus, and away from the destructive pull of sin?  How am I bringing a solution to the real heart problem, 
rather than simply discussing how others should deal with the symptoms of that problem (e.g. destructive acts)?  In what 
way am I living out Jesus’ Matthew 28:18-20 commission?”  In the face of senseless violence, we make a faithful move: we 
not only pray for God’s will to be done on earth as in heaven, we live to bring it about.   

 Friends, in the days ahead, though times and situations may be dark, may God yet find us faithfully seeking him and 
living his mission.  And may he find us living biblically, spiritually, and faithfully during it all.  

 

 Be bold.  Stay faithful.  Move. 

 

 Rory 
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Central Kids Chelsea Davis, Children’s Minister 

  

I have enjoyed taking the last few months to talk about Central Stu-
dents Core Values. We believe that if you focus your life and live out 
these Values you will develop a firm foundation in your walk with 
Jesus. Now of course this isn’t the only thing we focus on but these 
Values can stir into a direction that’ll help you go deeper and wider in 
your relationship with Jesus.  

      So just a reminder the four Values are: Passion, Purpose, Sacrifice 
and Devotion. 

       Today we are going to end our time with Sacrifice. We sum up Sacrifice this way; “God calls me to be set 
apart. He is a holy and perfect God. The choices I make in life are important. By God’s grace, I choose to bend my 
life around what the Bible says. I know He desires for me to be Holy, so I will aim to shape my life in a way that 
will honor God in (or with) every choice I make.” 

       When we say yes to following Jesus, He commands that we start to live differently. Galatians 5 talks about 
how we can only do two things, sow into the Spirit or sow into the Flesh. We are doing one or the other through-
out our day. Sowing to our spiritual life has to be a daily routine, it’s not just something that happened when we 
first said yes to following Him. By living a life of sacrifice we are saying that we want to say no to the things of 
this world in exchange for a greater relationship with Jesus! There are two things I always want to encourage 
someone when we talk about this topic. One, it’s not about what we give up it’s so much more about what we 
gain in return! Two, this isn’t about doing things to earn favor or love from God, but rather because we’ve been 
forgiven so much we will repent from that life and choose to love God in our actions (Luke 7:47). We stated in 
this Value that this is not about our own will power to do “good” either. “By God’s grace, I choose…” Titus 2:12 
says that Grace teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness! We can’t do this work on our own, we need His grace to 
live this out.  

    This grace can apply to all the Core Values. We cannot do anything without God’s enabling grace! Now you 
know more about what we are striving for in the Student Ministry! 

Rico Diaz, Director of Student Ministries 

 

Blink, February is gone! Before you know it, our 2017-2018 Awana 
year will be coming to end! We are now entering into our last 
twomonths of Awana club! Each week, we have been averaging 
over 60 kids! This year, our clubbers have been diving deep into 
God’s Word! For some of our clubbers this is their first-time in 
God’s Word and it has been so much fun watching them grow in 
their understanding of God and His love for them! They have been 
studying and memorizing verses in the Old and New Testament and 
learning how to apply God’s Word to their lives. Each week, our 
clubbers’ parents and Awana club leaders are laying a foundation 
of truth for our children to build upon.  
      On Sunday mornings, there are over 34 people throughout Cen-
tral Kids who are also helping laying a firm foundation of truth for 
each child who comes through our doors. We have dedicated 
teachers and leaders that have committed to teaching God’s Word 
and sharing the Gospel. In Central Kids, we are disciplemakers! We 
love the Lord so much that we want to share that love with God’s 
children and teach them and train them in the way they should go. 

Levi Patterson receives his award for memorizing scriptures from 
Awana Cubbies Leader, Samantha Davis. 



Thank You Notes 
 

Rod (Sharon) Garrett and family at the 
death of his daughter, Deana Greer, 
who died on January 21, 2018. 
 
Jennifer (Phil) Tillman at the death of 
her mother, Mary Wargo, who died on 
January 24, 2018. 
 
Our sympathy and prayers go out to: 
Bob Wright at the death of his wife, 
Norma, on February 5, 2018.  
 
Larry Casey and family at the death of 
his wife, Jeanne, who passed away 
February 5, 2018. 

Central’s College Scholarship Application Deadline is March 1 
Central’s College Scholarship applicants need to pick up an application in the Church 
Office, or from the kiosk and return it to the office, completed by March 1, 2018 to 
be considered for the Fall 2018 college semester. 

Baptized 

 

Calla Decker 

Savannah Harting 

The family of Jeannie Casey would like to 
express our heartfelt thanks to everyone 
that prepared a dish and helped organ-
ize the funeral dinner. It was greatly ap-
preciated.  

Sincerely,  

—Larry Casey and family 

Your thoughtfulness at Mary’s funeral 
was so appreciated. Most of all, howev-
er, were your prayers from both your 
congregation and small groups. That is 
what makes it bearable. Mary is alive in 
His presence for eternity! 

Love in Christ, 

—Riley Christensen 
Your kind expression of sympathy and 
friendship will always remain in our 
memories. To the Ladies for the food 
provided, the food was delicious and 
the space to remember Charles was 
great. 

In Christian Love, 

—The Wellmans and Curtisses  
and Winnie, too 

WINTER EUCHRE TOURNAMENT 
2018 

Sign-up at the Involvement Desk soon 
March 23 

You must sign up as a team of two. 
Please bring an appetizer to share. We 
need to start at 6:00 p.m., so please 
arrive early. This is a great opportunity 
for you to team up with a friend, neigh-
bor or co-worker for some great fellow-
ship! See Bob Snedden or Jessica Pastirik 
for more details or questions. 

We need your help! 
If you have been loaned or were as-
signed a key(s) to the church and now 
you are no longer a part of the leader-
ship of a ministry, we would appreciate 
their return. Please bring them to the 
Church Office as soon as you locate 
them. This includes those who have keys 
for use during the Bethlehem Walk. We 
want to make sure everyone who cur-
rently is serving in a leadership role, has 
access to the building. 

Statistics for February 4, 2018 

1st Worship    77 
2nd Worship  229 
3rd Worship  117 Total 423 
Bible Classes 168 

Statistics for February 11, 2018 

1st Worship    42 
2nd Worship  176 
3rd Worship    95 Total 313 
Bible Classes 142 

Statistics for Jan. 28, 2018  

1st Worship    77 
2nd Worship  251 
3rd Worship   112 Total 440 
Bible Classes 175 

Statistics for February 18, 2018 

1st Worship    69 
2nd Worship  265 
3rd Worship    95 Total 429 
Bible Classes 186 

Offerings 

Offerings needed to meet Budget-Y-T-D 
for 2018:      
             $94,521 
Offerings given to-date: 
            $101,544 

Financial Statement available at the 
Information Kiosk or the Church Office 
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Tony Ross, Creative Arts Minister 
Creative Arts 

Rico Diaz, Director of Student Ministries 

 

The theme and direction for the Vine 2018 is Wonder – What do we do when we see God? There comes a point where 

we come face to face with God, and he reaches out across the gap. What do we do? How do we take a step? What hap-

pens when we slip? The Vine is a two-day conference on April 6-7, 2018, for 9
th

 – 12
th

 graders at Lincoln Christian Univer-

sity in Lincoln, IL. This is a great opportunity for our students to get a taste of college life by staying in the dorms, inter-

acting with college students, and spending time with professors. All while worshipping with other students and re-

energizing their focus on their faith. Central Students will be attending this conference as a group. If your student is in-

terested in attending this event visit the Involvement Desk on Sunday Morning or during the Gathering on Sunday night 

to register. The cost is $35 this includes food, transportation, and our overnight stay. Early registration ends on March 12. 

If you have any questions call the office at (815) 673-1581 and ask for Rico or Chelsea.  

The Church 
 

This month I’d like to share an article from my friend Tom Kreauter.  His name may seem familiar because I’ve used his 

material before.  He has written several books on worship and also offers seminars on the subject.  I read this from his 

blog, “tomakeyouthink.wordpress.com", and 

thought I would pass it on to you as a reminder that 

God is bigger than we are. 

 

 From the beginning of the Christian Church 

until now, major changes have occurred. I’m not 

talking about theological changes, although obvi-

ously those have also happened. I’m actually talking 

about geographical changes. The Church has grown 

and moved and expanded. 

      And the biggest shift occurred during the twen-

tieth century. You can see on the map the slowly 

meandering arc that shows the first 1900 years of 

the geographic center of the Church. Then, from 

1900 to 2000, there was a sudden 1700-mile gallop 

almost due south. Although, today, the Church in 

the West — Europe and America — seems to be 

languishing in many ways, the Church in the South is flourishing. 

Christianity is growing dramatically in places like Africa, South America, and China. And just as the West sent missionaries 

to those places previously, now they are sending missionaries to us. 

      If you ever wonder whether the Church will still be intact when Jesus returns, you’re likely just looking at the Western 

Church. Take a look at the bigger picture. Jesus promised that He would build His Church. (see Matthew 16:18) 

      He is! 

http://tomakeyouthink.wordpress.com
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THE TORCH 

To Central Church of Christ, 

Pantry Days are here once again! We are gearing up 
for our summer season at camp. Pantry Days is a vi-
tal part of the support each church gives to the min-
istry of Rock River Christian Camp. With the dona-
tions of food, paper, and cleaning supplies, many 
dollars can be saved helping to keep camp costs low. 
      We are asking Central for 45 34-quart containers of presweetened 
Kool-Aid, at a cost of $300. 
      We appreciate your heart for the ministry at Rock River Christian 
Camp, and we are excited about the upcoming season to see what God 
has in store for the campers He is sending our way. 
Lives will be changed, and your gifts will help make 
that possible. 
 
Thank you, 

 

Rock River Christian Camp  

To be a part of this: 

Central’s Missions Ministry has 

already sent the Kool-Aid to the 

camp, so they can be ready for 

their starting week.  

       If you would like to contribute 

towards the cost ($300) for this, 

you can make the check to Central 

and put “RRCC Pantry Days” in the 

memo line. Please do this by April 

1, 2018. Thank you! 

Rock River Christian Camp 2018 brochures are here! 

Pick up your brochure from the Involvement Desk. The 2018 camping schedule and 

fees and forms are all there. There will be discounts offered for early signup, so 

watch for more information. 


