
TORCHThe
July 28, 2015

Staff
Dr. Rory Christensen,
Lead Minister
Tony Ross, Creative Arts

Minister
Evelyn Taylor, Director of

Children’s Ministries
Jessica Pastirik, Director of

Involvement Ministries
Debby Evans, Office Manager
Julie Happold, Financial/

Ministries Secretary

Sunday Worship
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•  This isn’t your typical “money class.” Financial Peace University is practical, entertain-
ing and fun!
•  More than 1.5 million families and individuals have taken FPU.
•  The average family completing the course pays off $5,300 and saves $2,700 in just 90
days. That’s an $8,000 change in position!
•  Whether you’re struggling to make ends meet or you’re a millionaire, FPU has something
for you.
•  FPU is based on more than 800 verses of Scripture and is a proven plan that will work for
you.

Financial Peace University
For 9 Thursdays

Starting September 3, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.
$93 Registration covers cost of materials.

Todd Galyen, Coordinator
To Register Contact:

Jessica Pastirik, Involvement Ministries (815) 673-1581

Promotion Day for Central’s Sunday
School classes is Aug. 16
Your children will move to their new class or
area on Sunday, August 16.

If you have a child going into kindergarten
they will move to the elementary wing for 9:30
Children’s Worship in the gym (Green Line) or
11:00 K-1 Sunday School (Blue Line).

If your child is going into 2nd grade 9:30 is
still Children’s Worship but at 11:00 they would
move to the 2nd-3rd grade Sunday School Class
(Red Line).

If your child is going into 4th grade they will
have 9:30 4th grade Sunday
School (Red Line) and at 11:00
they will go to Jr. Worship in
the gym (Green Line).

For children going into 5th

grade they will have 5th-6th

grade Sunday School (Yellow
Line) at the 9:30 hour and Jr. Worship at the
11:00 hour in the gym (Green Line).

Those going into 7th grade will promote to
the Student Worship ministry in the Lower Level
of the ministry center.

3 ways to welcome our
Student Minister

Welcome Potluck
 for

Trenton and Robin Klebba
Meat and drinks provided

Please bring a side dish to pass.
August 9 at 12:30 p.m.

Come out and help them move into their
home (Parsonage #2) on Mon., Aug. 3.

Help fill their pantry. Sign up at the
welcome center.

Come to the potluck and give them your
prayers and support as they begin to

minister to our youth.
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Jessica Pastirik

Life	Recovery	Program
A Life Recovery Program will be starting on September
10.  This is a 12-step program about transformation: from
addiction to recovery. Although the path of  recovery in-
volves hard and sometimes painful work, it will be worth
the effort. If you are or have struggled with: alcoholism,
divorce, codependency, drug addiction, food addiction,
or gambling addiction, please join us from 7:00–8:30 p.m.
on Thursday, September 10 at Central Church of Christ.
(This program will include 13 sessions.) This group is fa-
cilitated by Ronna McAllister, B.A., C.A.D.C. For more in-
formation, call Jessica Pastirik at (815) 673-1581.

At the beginning of the Bible we see the heart of God. We
see a story being birthed from a beautiful communion be-
tween the Triune God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit). Out of
that communion God creates man. All of us were created
by God, for communion with God. Starting on Sunday,
August 9, we will be starting a 6 week session on prayer
during the 11:00 a.m. service in the Upper Room. This
class will be led by Rico Diaz.

Water Wars fun for the youth!!
TNT (Tuesday Night Thing) is for any Jr. High and High
School students from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. here at the
church. This especially designed event is just for those
going into the 6th grade through 12th grade and will be
held here on Tuesday, August 4. Come prepared to get
wet. Wear appropriate swimsuits (girls no midriff, boys no
speedos) or clothes you won’t care if they get wet. Before
the night is over everyone will enjoy s’mores around a
bonfire.

Youth Bible Study
There will be a Bible Study at the Missel Ranch (Kevin/
Misty Missel) for those in high school. The study meets
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.

                    Dr. Rory Christensen

It’s been said that “good things come in small packages.”
In Matthew 13:31-32, it seems like Jesus takes that
phrase out for a ride.  He compares his Kingdom to a

mustard seed (one of the smallest seeds) and unleashes a
proverbial firestorm.  Even though we can understand the
meaning behind what he’s saying, that his church will seem
small but have a God-sized impact, were still left wishing
that he had picked a different metaphor.  No one likes to be
compared to something small.  No one likes to be made to
feel small either.  We live in a world of “bigger is better”
and “too big to fail.”  We want to be associated with things
that are successful and impactful, concepts we often asso-
ciate with size.

However, in the same breath we admit those things, I
think we can all tell stories of that one person, event, or
moment in time that left a lasting impact on our life.  We
are surrounded by reminders that just one can make a dif-
ference: the single grain of rice that tips the scale, the tip-
ping/boiling point/freezing point, the point man, the cata-
lyst.  We even have faces that we associate with the con-
cept: Sir Isaac Newton, Albert Einstein, Mother Teresa,
Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King Jr.  In every great
story, there is a critical moment, where a key decision is
made and a key action is taken, a moment that spells the
difference between victory and defeat.  Moments like that,
actions like that make all the difference.  Just one can be a
powerful thing.

This fall, we are going to take that truth out for a ride.
This will happen in a couple different ways: through our
year-two initiatives for The Next Step Project, and through

our new sermon series “The Power of One.”  In year-one of
The Next Step Project, we focused on developing our re-
sources to facilitate growth.  This fall we will kick into gear
our year-two focus on “advancing in faith and faithfulness.”
And we will move forward in two areas: prayer and com-
munity outreach.  Rico Diaz has stepped forward to help us
with the first one, by serving as our point person, and over-
seeing the development of a prayer room and prayer ini-
tiatives to help us move forward as a praying church.  For
the second (community outreach), Bill Allison will come
on Aug 22 and Sep 12, to train us in evangelism and equip
us to be change agents in our spheres of influence.

The second way we’re going to personalize and live out
“just one” will come by way of our August-September ser-
mon series: “The Power of One.”  This series grows from
our deep conviction that Jesus wants us to live boldly his
audacious claim that just one can make a difference.  It will
give each of us a great opportunity to learn, and invite
others to learn, how to live that powerful truth.

As we move into the fall, will you pray with me that
God will further develop in all of us the boldness that comes
from the audacious belief that just one can make a differ-
ence? And when you pray with me that we can be that
difference for our community?  Remember: Just one can
be a powerful thing.

Be bold.  Stay faithful.

Rory
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Kid Central
Evelyn Taylor, Children’s Director

Mark your calendars and save the date for Wednesday,
August 5. Kids 3rd-6th grades are invited to go to Aurora to
Feed My Starving Children and pack food boxes to send to
hungry children.

We will be leaving the church at 11:30 a.m. Lunch will
be provided. To learn more about Feed My Starving Chil-
dren go to www.fmsc.org

Thank You, Thank You,
Thank You, to all the Crew
Leaders, Helpers, Directors,
Registration Workers, Decora-
tors, and Jr. High Crew Lead-
ers! You all did an awesome job
and made Operation Space a
huge success! On the largest
day we had 263 children here

with 90+ workers. The children raised $2,102.87 during
the week including the offering taken at the closing pro-
gram for this year’s mission Eric Elder Ministries! When we
reached this challenge Evelyn was dunked and there were
many Crew Leaders who joined in the challenge dunked at
the closing program. It was a very busy and wonderful
week, again thanks to all who helped to make this week a
success!

Pre-teen Milestone
Family Faith Celebration

Will be August 16 at 5:00 p.m.
Dinner will be served

Family is invited.

Children going into 7th grade are invited to be part of this
celebration along with their families. To participate in this
event parents need to attend with their preteen the pro-
motion class. This will be offered on Sunday, August 9 at
9:30 a.m. in West 1 and again on Tuesday, August 11 at
6:30 p.m. in West 1.

This is a very exciting time in your families’ life as
your child leaves children’s ministries and promotes to
Student Ministries! We look forward to celebrating this
event with you and your family!

Blessed are those who are generous,
because they feed the poor.
  Proverbs 22:9

My wife Robin and I both grew up in Central Missouri.  That means, among other things, that we are Mizzou Tiger, Kansas
City Chief, and St. Louis Blues and Cardinals fans (It might be helpful to remember in moments like these Paul’s words to

the Church in Galatia: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, male nor female, Cub fan
nor Cardinal fan, Blues fan nor Blackhawks fan, Tiger nor Illini fan, we are all one
in Christ.”).

Robin grew up in the Church while I had a worldly upbringing until the
Lord got ahold of me at the age of 25.  We met at the same Bible college where
Rory was a professor.  I graduated with a preaching degree and Robin has her
Christian counseling degree.  We love sports, frisbee, volleyball, fishing, out-
door activities, movie nights, and anything to do with food (although I have a
gluten allergy).  We both have a deep love for God’s word and a desire to learn it,
discuss it, and grow from it as we live it out (If you want to get into any deep
philosophical discussions with me, as long as we have the time, I am always up for
a good dialogue session!).

We have both traveled to the foreign mission field in Romania, New Zealand,
Mexico, and Ecuador.  We have done mission work within the United States and
have been heavily involved with youth groups at our home churches.  I also
started a campus ministry in Alaska and lived there for about a year.

While I am excited to share my experiences and knowledge with all of you, I
want you to know I need you.  I need your knowledge, wisdom and experience to
help make the ministry for everyone here in this community as healthy and

strong as it can be.  This has to be a whole body (of Christ) effort.  I cannot wait to see what God does and how He is
glorified through the service His people will bring through this ministry.

We love you and can’t wait to meet all of you!  Feel free to friend both myself and my wife on Facebook and we can
connect before we actually get to Streator.  Otherwise, we will see you all around the first week of August!

Trenton & Robin Klebba

Introducing our new Student Minister
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Statistics for July 12, 2015
1st Worship 96
2nd Worship 26 7
3rd Worship 1 2 7 Total 490
Bible classes 181

Financial Statement available at the
Welcome Center or the office

Offerings needed to meet Budget-Y-T-D
for 2015:
                                       $364,530
Offerings given to-date:

   $380,648

Statistics for July 19, 2015
1st Worship 7 7
2nd Worship 2 7 1
3rd Worship 1 7 0 Total 518
Bible classes 18 7

Return Service Requested

Statistics for June 28, 2015
1st Worship 7 9
2nd Worship 274
3rd Worship 14 1 Total 494
Bible classes 169

Statistics for July 5, 2015
1st Worship 8 7
2nd Worship 252
3rd Worship 110 Total 449
Bible classes 168

Offerings

Baptized:

Kate Christensen
Blake Gleckler
Matthew Olson
Mike Mueller
Austin Zimmerman

Our sympathy and prayers go out to:
Dan Stith and family at the loss of
his mother, Harriet Stith who passed
away June 13, 2015.
Priscilla Amell’s  sister, Sandra
Overrocker passed away on June 29,
2015.
Lawrence (Pat) Richards at the
passing of his mother, Agnes Richards
on June 30, 2015.
Cheryl (Dick) Higbie at the passing
of her brother, Michael Donahue on
July 16, 2015.

Thank You Note
Thank you to Rory and those who
prayed for me during my recent
surgery. I’m sure the prayers are
what got me through.
--Bob Wright
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